Criteria for DRC of start of the rainy saison

For the DRC start of the cropping season based on the criterion of availability of water for agricultural needs: the criteria are: a layer of water of at least 20 mm collected after October 15 and in at least one day of rain. The value of 20 mm was selected based on the analysis of ombrothermic diagram of a region. On the other hand, under conditions other than those listed above, the criterion used by at least 5 mm of water collected after the date of the first rain in at least one day of rain. The threshold of 5 mm retained refers to the average value of the layer of water evaporated per day in a given region; water slides below this value are in a period of the rainy season, usually quickly evaporated.

Other criteria used locally combines the maximum daily amounts of rainfall of at least 10 mm after 20 days of the date of the first rain, this criterion determined the maximum daily rainfall amounts must be pending rainfall amounts require for the start of the rainy season
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For the DRC data is used daily precipitation data from 11 of 24 stations spread over the entire country of National Meteorological and Hydrological Service (METTELSAT), these stations were selected for their historical data available between 1971 and 2013.

Randall pattern

With data from 11 stations used, the rainfall is not the same in all the stations located in the northern part of the country, such as Bunia station is part of the Mountain climate zone. The annual precipitation exceeds 1 800 mm in the northeast of the country, with 9 months of the season in mid-December to mid or end of the February, the annual rainfall in Mbandaka vary from 1 600 to 2 000 mm. Under an equatorial climate, the dry season took more than 2 months, the rest of the month are dominated by 9 months of the rainy season from mid-January to mid-December and Butembo is located in an area where climatic conditions are typical of the equatorial climate if they were not contrasted by the mountains near to the equator determines two rainy seasons (March-May and September-November) and two relatively dry seasons for the months of June and July and mid-December and mid-February. For stations in the southern part of the country as Bandundu its rainfall in the equatorial zone, rainfall is up to 1,500 to 2,000 mm / year, they are abundant in August to May, and are more abundant in early season (September to December) before the start of the rainy season dry season reached between June and July, Goma located at 1,500 meters above sea level, although his position is at the level of equator, it is classified as mountain climate. Rainfall reaches 1,250 millimeters per year; June to August rainfall is rare and not abundant mid-August to mid-June. The rainfall regime in Kinshasa has a rainy season from seven months from mid-September to mid-May and a dry season extending from mid-May to mid-September with an average annual rainfall 1529 mm, Matadi and Boma are in the region the rainy months of the country, the originality of the climate in this region lies in the rainfall regime and the duration of the dry season, it rains less as it close to the coastal region that further east, inside the country. The dry season is longer, from May to November with another small sharper dry season in February is a region with an inter-annual variation in rainfall between 1,500 mm to 900 mm, they operate between November and May, Rainfall Kananga annual average is 1,500 mm, generally a well-marked rainy seasons: from August to December and from January to April with a dry period in February and during the period from May to July. Lubumbashi dry season starts between the months of May and mid-October and a long period that lasts more than six months. The rainfall is 1,200 mm per year, with up to December to February when rains are abundant
CROP SEASON

The DRC has a remarkable agricultural potential for agricultural production. Its climate is warm equatorial, humid on the central axis of the country, and more and more tropical gradually as one move away from the equator. Rainfall is regular and abundant: his average is 1545 mm / year and varies between 800 and 1800 mm. The rainy season took 2-9 months a year depending on the region and supports two methods of practice of growing seasons.

- Method in two cropping seasons

It is a method that allows two seasons of annual crops without irrigation, the season which is called long rainy season A and the second season B called short rainy season. Both seasons are much more practiced in areas of the humid equatorial and tropical climate in these areas the rainfall regime has a longer rainy season continues separated by a short dry season and in an area where the rainfall two major rainy season small and two large and small dry seasons.

- Method in three growing seasons

It is a method that uses three growing seasons (A, B and C), the seasons A and B occur during rainy seasons with season crops without irrigation, while the C season intervene for a growing season with irrigation. The three seasons are much practiced in the areas of wet and dry tropical climate; the rainfall pattern has two long and short rainy seasons with a longer dry season.

	Province
	Saison A
	Saison B
	Saison C

	Kinshasa
	October/November
	Février/Mars
	 Juin/Juillet

	Bandundu, Kananga
	October/Décember
	March/May
	

	Goma, Butembo
	March/April
	Septembre/
	

	Mbandaka/Bunia
	March/April
	Octobre
	

	Lubumbashi
	November Ŕ December
	March/April
	 May/August
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